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Ihls is &1 true story

Bud and Temple Abernathy made three Long
Rides on harseback ureccompanied by adults in the
early 1900s, and were =0 young it is necessary to
prreface this arficle with - this is a true story.

Beginning in 1909 at the tender ages of five and
etght, thie bows made six journeys, three of which were
made by the brothers alone on horses, and each of the
six were epic by any standecds, and all were made
within a four vear period. Their accomplishments are
factual and well documented.  Their fame spread
nationwide and prew so extensive they spent months
at a tme i the headlines of major and minor
newspapers, The Abernathy boys were rock stars and
household names to mest Americans of that age,
easily as recognizable at that time as Teddy Roosevelt
and Buftalo Bill.

In the long histary of Long Riders, these two hold
a particularly special place in the ranks of the Long
Riders' Guild. This international organkzation is
somprised of equestrian explorers, all who have made
continuous horseback jowrmeys of 1000 miles or more,
and is the authority on equestrian reavel (the LRG now
has Members in 38 countries, and these equestrian
Argonauts have logged expeditions on every
continent except Antarctica, and 15 recogmized as
having e largest repository of equestrian travel
knewled ge ever assembled n history )
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The acclaim for the Abermathy bovs is
held first for their achievements, which
alone are extraordinary and unsurpassed
even before thedr ages are considered. In
fact, The LRG afficially states that their
third long equestrian jourmey was, “THE
Morth American-LSA ride of the 20Eh
century. Mo human being. man nor
woman, has ever come close to doing
what those tvkes did on that ride.”

These boyvs tonk thair first Long Kide
herseback during a sumimer break from
schoclin the Chlahoma Teeritory in 1909
L ,li-.:-mull\ill-r; Iy dey besides hanging
around the family ranch, They talked
thedr father {8 marshal in the area and the
only parent, their mother had died some
Bme earlier) into alloswing them o ride
their horses, an Araby named Sam Bass
and a Shetland Pony cross named
Guromuno, 1,200 miles round trip from
Froderick, Oklahoma up into Mew
Mexico b Santa Fe and back, This they
accomplished alone, and had many
incredible adventures including being
chased while on their horses by a
wild ferazed “jackass,” enduring terrille
weather, encountering  sivage pack af
weilves in the night, and coming acress
camps of MNabive Amercans with whom
they  had  rouble  communicating
Despite the many obstacles they faced,
their tenacity held firm and the journey
proved a success.  Rather than quench
their thirst for adventure, however, as
their father had hoped, it cnly fueled the
boyvs on all the more.

The tollgenng summer, atker a great
deal of diplomacy with their  father,
they were off onee more. This time,
journeying all the way o Mesw York Ciky
from Cklahoma on horseback, again
unaccompanied by adults. A film, The
Grand  Ride  of He Abernofby  Coys
recently  was  released  aboul  this
trip by the Independent  Film
Propgxt  of Oklahoma  Unaversity
(wwrwabemathyboysmoviecom).  Their
fame spread far and wideby this time, and
an avalanche of newspaper sLories wen:
written about them as they progressed,

“Temple. invariably  runs  away

whenever he sces o woman coming -
wrward him” ]'g_'r“:'.npd the Mew York Budl helps tiry Temple inlo the saddle agetust a breathlakeog backdrop
Times an June 13, 1910, shortly after their ;e

arrival in New York Ciry at the end of

their second Long Ride,  *The elevator
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The horaea watch over the tron little oy az they take an afterroon nap,

proved his refuge last evening, and if any
af the guests at the hotel paused to ask
him a question even, he would make a
quick exat to the elevator. “T'm tired of
folks asking me questions,” he said to o
meporter with whom he strock up a
friendly acquaintarce, ‘amd Fm not going
ta et anybody take my picture anyrmone,
T want to be with my papa, and 1 want to
Thizve sonmwe fun,”™

Bud and Temple complained about
people pestering them with “Kodaks,”
and they even entorced a “no kissing”
rule to kevp the croveds of zealous ladies
at bay by this Hima.

“Abermathy Bovs put Ban on Kissing,
Fearless Youngsters, Wha Have Ridden
Here  from Oklnhoma,  Mobbed by
Women,” read the beadline in the New
York Times on Jume 12,1900, It seported,
"It seems that Temple has steadfastly
refused to allow himself to be kissed by
wiormnen ever since he set out on the long
jeurrey overland, and the only woman
who succeeded in getting a kiss from him
lives in Washington. Butit was a bargain
on the lad’s part, for he sokd the kiss for a
quarter. ..Louis [Bud] showed just as
much embarrassment as his younger
Trothier when sevoeal weormen insished
upmn kissing him, and tried his best o
escape, but finally bad o submit, to the

extreme diggust of Temple, who was now
perched upon a chair vear by

Az they approached the esst coast,
souvenir hunters stole Temple’s MNavajo
saddle blanket and would rip out tail
hairs from their horses.

Upon the bovs” arrival in Washington,
[ C.. a month earlier, on May 28, 1510,
the Mew York Times stated, “After riding
o horseback owost of the way across e
comtinent to meet Col. Boosevelt on his
artival at Mew York, Lowis and Temgple
Abernathy, aged nire and =ix respectively.
sores of Jack Abernathy of Oklaboma, the
woll catcher and frend of the former
President, arrived bere to-raght Thes
rode in from Frederick, Md., today, a
chistance of hftvseven miles.  Temple
dropped off o sleep the minute his head
tonched the pillos, While the litde fellow
veas curled up restfully, Lowis talkod of
their trip, “Temple and L' be said, ‘want to
see some of the amimals Mr Roosevelt
senk from Aftica, and lo-moeraw we will
go-over o the Smithsonian Institution te
see if we ran have a look at some of them.
When aaked what be iberaded (o sy o
Mr. Roosevelt when he met him in MNew
York, Louis veplied that it “would depend
(m what My Roceamvelt said to them,” and
that “he could not cross that fence until be
came to L President Taft will recelve the




litte travelers. When the boys arrived in
Washington they rode up ond down
Pennsyvlvania Avenue for some time
looking for a “wagon yand' where they
might ‘He |.|PII the horses. Mot FII'IF]iI'IE
such a4 convenience in the National
capital, they linallv stopped at ane of thwe
best hiotels and their horses were taken 1o
a neat-by livery, The boys will remain
here several days.

Bud and Temple experienced nn
shortage of adwventures on this trip
included meeting Wilbur Wright and
getting  an offer te ride in his
newfangled  "aeroplane,”  being
regeived  at the White House in
Washington, [0C, by President Tan
himself, and finally meeting up with an
old family friend they knew m MNew
York City, Teddy Roosevelt, Thc:,-' ode
their bwo aveling companions from
this trip, Sam Bass and a red and white
Pinte pory named Wiley Havnes, just
behined the ex-president in a parade
celebrating Rocsevelt, down Sth Avenue
with a million people lining the streels
looking on,

With thi= Z000 - mile horsshack
pourney now complete, Bud and Temple
returned home on o different mode of



Bud awd Tesple vever seglected do say thew
priyers every wight refore going to Ded,

transportation. . The boys bought a 1
exlinder wsed car called a Wildeat,  Afer
three bours of driving lessons,  they
headed ot of Mew York and droove all the
way back o Oklahoma.

Even with all the amazing, adventures
o this point, the Abernathy Bovs’
equestrtian magnum apus would yet
wrfold in the summer of 1911 MNow
superstars aonss the country for ther
carlier feats, a challenge was put to them.
Two businessmen agreed o pay them
100000 if they could ride horses from
Mew “fork 0 San Francisco in 60 days.
The bovs” father, Jack Abarnathy, believed
theyr could do it and O-K'ed them 1o go,
Conditions of the wapger skabed they tmast
omly eat and sleep outside, and the hoys
agreed, but stated they would ot ride on
Sundays,  sticking  to their  regular
Christian day of mest even with the carmt
af such a purse dangling before their eyes.

The day was August 11, 1911, Bud
and  Temple, now ages 11 and 7
mespectively, and hardened  frome 3,200
miles in the saddle on long joumeys, set
aut from the Big Apple on their veteran
maunts, Sam Bass and Wilie Haynes, for
the west coast. The bovs, now rding to
cross fhe continent al a swiflness never

Tevnprle tleft) ana Bwd Abcrnathy
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More thae o million people lined the streets of Manhattan to watch Bad and Tengple
precandly riche their feitiful mrounts, Sam Bass and Wiylic Haynes, down Fifth Avenne,
ju:;f hedrend Tm{rf_l.l Rogserelt's rﬂnid’gr and r'u_fn?rlr n_-,lr fleg Hﬂng‘{r iders
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before achieved, kept up a hectic pace of
around 60 miles a day. This allowed for
none of the sightsering and fun of the
pther two trips, even though crowds of
people came out o see them and many
invitations for diversions were extended.
The hectic pace made the Lhird Leng Ride
a groeling undertaking that lacked the
capricious encounters of the former.
Many  extreme
overoome by the Abernathy Bovs on this
trip, the rule that they must only sleep
outside certainly adding to the brutal
nature of such a trip, but the lowest point

difficulbies were

of all thew journeys occurred after
leaving Chevenne, Wyonung,  There,
Sam Bass got into a field of alfalfa,
gorged himself, foundered and died.
Even in the shadow of this heart-

wrcﬂchinbr sethack, the young ijr': WETE
determined to continue. They purchased
anather hose, Big Black, for Bud and set
ot again b Anish Ehe ourney:

Wylie Haynes didn't take well to the
newoomer. Losing Sam Bass put the boys
behind schedule to achieve the goal of
making San Francisco in just Gl days.
Even with such brutal challenges as
L"I'i:ri.‘-.ir‘ll‘q the Great Salk Lake Basin in
Blistering heat to make the mountains on
the far side and falling ill with food
poispring from a bad can of tomatoes,
they clesed in on their destination
shattering all previous records.

In  the Sierra  Madres, ey
encounterad sleet, slowing them yet
again.  5till, the resolute duo pressed
through and then pushed hard for the
coast. Bud and Temple Abemathy made
the bams-comtinental ride in 62 days,
missing the money by just 48 howrs, but
setting a record that still stands to this day.
Regardless, they said they dida't mind
losing the bet because 1hn;lll,.' kngw I;'I'l,e:\- still
had achieved an amazing feat.

The Abernathy boys made their last
lotvg-distance vide i June, 1913, driving a
custom desigmed, mwo-geat, twin-engine
Indian motarcycle from their Cross Roads
Ranch to New York City. This time they
returned to Cklahoma by train:

Temple grew up to be an oilman, and
Bud became a lawyer Both seted and
raised families im north Texas. However, it
was in Tillman County, OK, thal the
remarkable Abernathy brothers - the
voungest long riders - began and ended
thear greatest adventures.
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Family member Miles  Abernathy
chroracked the adventures of the first two
rides. e spent some time fishing with the
ey, and i 1910, penivssd the shores as they
were recountesd o him, This book, Ride fire

find, was lomg outof print, buta copy was
disconvered by the 1 g Riders” Guild, and
they have re-publbshed the work through
their publishing arm, Horse Travel Books
thomsetravelbooksoom), Also availahle ame
two other books written about these
amaeing little Long Riders: Bud and Me by
Alma Abernathy, Temple's widos, and The
Remarfable Rade of e Abetrathye Bows by
Robert B Jackson. g1

Thanks to the Lowg Riders Guild for the
photos and iffustrations St accompany
Hhis article,
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