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PUBLISHER

Geoff Young

Thrc annual American Horse Publications awards wene announced on
Jure 21, and Horse Connection was the winner of the General Excellenoe
Awvard for Sel-Supported Free Publication. We are thrilled to be recognized
far our vision of an equestrian lifestvle magazine and for all of our hard work,
Dvrns papecially pleased with the remarks from the judges regarding HC

“Horse Conmection has lifeshile figured out. By
reqchiing both visuel md literary wsers the peblicaiion ot
only Jopks good but elso mds well, From compeliing
photography to clever smaripulation of the i, the
enfornabion leaqps off the page. Obeiously prodeced by
talented trndéviduats, Biis bruly defines the "lifastle” of the

eqresbrig audienoe.”

Additionally, HC received a Znd Place and an Honorable Menbion for
Best Magazine Cover, If not for the talent of our staff and the contributions
made by writers and photographers, these awards would not have been
possible. Thank vou and congratulations to the HC teamn for a job well done!

[t seems that HC Is getting recognized around the world and in Europe
as well as here at home. Our Vikings vs, the Vatican asticle that appeared in
our March: issue was reprinted on the wonderful New Zealand website
wuwwhorsetalk.conz. And we recontly seceived a request b allow a website
in the Methedands to translate some of gur articles for their audienee, It zeer
& dlat opwekl! [It's very excitinglp Tt just goes to shenw pou that there are no
boundaries when it comes to hoses.

Colorachs will be the center of the equesrian warld during the month of
July as we gear up for four weeks of shows at the Colorado Horse Parke With
three Crand Prix, thousands of horses and riders, hundreds of classes, and
over hall a million in prize mones, 1 should be a busy month, not fo mention
that the Morth American Young Riders Championships follow at the end of
July, also at the Homse Park. With the NAYRC, Colorado once again joins
Califoria, Flovida, ard New York as the epicenters of equestrion sport,

Wiz are proud of our accomplishments hene at HC and we are comarmitted
b continuing cur high standard of excellence, connecting vou fio the exciting
and rewarcling equestrian lifestyle, from the beautiful Mile High State of
Coloradg. Thank vou for reading and ciding along thas road with us! 1
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In the
Hoofprints
of

Coronado

Tom Moates

Photegraphy by Walter Melsen




“Zuni Salf Lake of New Mexicn,

sacied to Hhe Zind and other

o Indian tribes and a source of

sl for mast of Hee Souflioest
ard Mains Indians for
 thowsands of wears,

“T was a complete dude,” admits Long Rider
and well-known writer Douglas Preston.
Given his accomplishment, it is a truth

difficult to believe.

N e = 2=
Sewenty diys info Hee jowrmey, Deuglas Preston and Wielter Nelsor descend Rowe
Musa, Newo Mexicoe, with the Pecos River Valloy & the bBackgrounid.

Without previous horseback experience, & 1,00 mile, brutal, middle-of-
nowhere, get-yourself-killed.  deserts-of-the-American-southwest Long Ride
became Preston’s hellacious introduction to the saddle. The vear was 1985,

The moedern day Long Eide through the desclate deserl region from near the
Mexdcan border of Arizona lo Santa Fe, New Mexico firmly established Preston in
the ranks of the Long Riders’ Guild, an international association of equestrian
Argonatts who hail from 38 countries, Fach LRG member completed a continuous
herseback journey of 1,000 miles or more,  Likewise, his advenfuresome equine
endeavor was again internationally recognized when he was made a Fellow of the
Roval Geographical Society.

Even among such notable company, this Long Rider ‘s expedition ranks highly
in the categories of sheer physical near-impaossibility and historical significance. Tt
is especially remarkable given the jourmey’s location and timeframe of the latter
20th century, when North Ametican horsemanship underwent previously
unparalleled voluntary confinement to popular indoor arenas and tiny round-pens
ae opposed 10 seeking challenging rides to horizons hundreds of miles distant,

The inspiration for this equestrian trek was its previous history and
documentation. In 150, a Spaniard, Franciseo Vizquez de Coronado, led the first
European expadition into the heart of what became America in search of the fabled
“seven citiss of gold." Comnado amassed 300 Spanish soldiers, more than 1,000
Tlaxcalac Indians, and a sizable herd of livestock and led the expedition north from
Mexdcn into the unforgiving desert land of the southawest.
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Tire puelio of Acoma, the oldest coutireansii
frfrebetedd ofty 40 Novth Awmerica, af sinset,

That historical Long Ride was the first to penetrate deep into the Ametican  as the treoelers approached it riding

interior by Europeans, Historions have expended furious energy and considerable

Covmaaadn's fraii.

guantities of ink over its details for centaries, The expedition encountered several
sizable Indian settlements, though none glittering of gold as reputed. The journey
was this a failuee in the eves of the Spanish at the ime. It remaing, however, one of
the world’s all Hme major cultural crosstoads. Tt was the flashpoint al which

Europeans and many Mative American societies made first contact. Horses, having
disappeared trom Morth America for thousands of years, were reintroduced to this
part of the globe by Coronado’s expedition. The continent’s radical alteration and

race to the modem era in essence was sparked by this event.

The second documented '|.1:-||g Ride I|‘|.r|,luH|1 thve counbry Fhat
Coronado fiest explored was imbated by the mind that later
produced such celebrated thrillers as Relic and Tyrannosaur
Canyon.  For Douglas Preston, riding this route ultimately
would help ignite his distinguished career asa New York Timaes
best selling author. Tt also provided for his equestrian education,
and fashioned him as a hoarseman in a gritty, seriousty ald-
school, hombre way:

Preston set ol (o expetlonce frst-hand what the earlier
horseback expedition encountered. 1t proved an easy task, since
that country remains virtually unchanged since Coronadoe’s
time—il s every bil as inhospitable, barely penetrable in places,
short of water, and extremmely deadly

“Iwanted to write a book about Coronado,” Preston savs. ©1
just didn't fes] [ was getting the real i"li:.l,l,lr_l.' I wacn't getting the
grit of it. T wanted fo write a book that would capture it. The
problem with historians is that they don't get out and do it
They haven't experienced it. These professors who wroke about
Caronado knew absolutely nothing about Borses or the terrain.”

Al the beginning, Preston was himself a New England writer
and researcher (that’s boolworm, not seasoned equesirian
adventurer). Working too many hiours for oo many years inside
the Amencan Museoum of MNatural History m New York City
inspired him to get out there and make the ride to better know for
certain just what must have happened. He strock out from the
concrete cotifines of that academic coypt with all his worldly
belongings pilid ina Subarie and drove to sunny Santa Fe, Mew
Mexico, following, he says, the advice of 5. [. Perelman that “the
dubious privilege of a freelance writer is he's given e freod om to
starve amyvwhere,”
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Sure enough, starvation circled him like a buzzard, but om this horseback
adventure it proved o be one of the mome trivial predicaments he encountered,
Melore thanm onee, the joumey nearly killed bim and the traveling companion be
talked into accormpanying him, distinguished western photographer Walter Melson.
And then there were the difficult parts of the journey.

“The hard part isn't riding,” Freston reflects, “the hard part is when you're
not riding.”

Where does one tie a horse when there 18 nothing but barten earth from horizon
o hoedzon, for example? One cannot ride a horse endlessly in general, let alone in
hot, dry desert conditions.  There were times when they had fo stop and rest,
consoling themselves with no certainty of water ahead in the near futuee, OF course,
na toads or feed stores dotted the area.nothing was there but perbaps a few
predators, the stars, and thorny scruffy brush to keep them company while they sat
in the dust, hoping to make it somewhere for the next drink and meal suitable for
horses primarily, and humans if lucky.

Prefistore vietas on top of e great rock of El Morre, New Mexico, e oody soater fae
wrtasy saites arownd and where Spenish explorers and American fravelers coroed Dreir
Rawes for cenfuries,

Somehow, rather than becoming a sun-burnt pile of bones in one of the most
rernote places on earth {as predicted by several seasoned cowboys from the area),
the men completed the Long Ride, Preston transformed personally. Incredibly, he
had no previous horssback experience when he set out to complete as difficult a
jourriey as MNorth America has to offer. The writer, while in the saddle all day every
day, soon became a horsemai. and (Vs & good thing, as thers existed no escape
roLite or life raft from this adventure.

Like Coronado in 1540, no polden cities awaited Preston in 1989, but he did
discover 51.1I'.I]E‘1II.IIH;.'|&'|:1- of fruth out i the desert, Preston recorded information ahout
many faclons of the route, such as geography and availability of water. that directly
relate to horseback travel. These provided new insights into understanding which
routes could, or could not, have been taken; ingights only discenarble in the field on
a horse, rather than speculating and debating on those routes by studying maps,

Preston’s mew equestrian-based skills and findings merged with his existing
academic abilities. Upon completion of the journey. he wrobe the definibive book on
Coronado’s famous first Long Ride entitled, Cities of Gold. Tt is the onby first-hand
modem account of horseback travel on the conquistador’s route, The anly other
tencts were those surviving from the griginal journey, permed mostly by a member
of the expedition narmed, Pedro de Castaneda.
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“Many historians have gone right on writing aboul Coronade since Cities of
Gold came out, but have completely ignored it," Preston says, chuckling, “Horses
don't fit with their lifestyles, They tend to be sedentary people. They are very
Judgmental of what Coronado did [violent encounters in particular] not taking into
account the desperation for feod, and for food for their horses.”

Coronada wasn't the only trail blazer beckoning Preston into a saddle in the
desert southwest. “1 was definitely inspired by Clyde Kluckhohn at Harvard,”
Preston explains. “As a young man he made this ride back in the 20rs to the
Rainbow Bridge.”

The fide Preston refers fo is immortalized in the book, To the Foot of the Rainbow,
written by Kluckhobn, (published by LRG Press wwswhorsetravelbooks oom),
Kluckhohn becarne a preeminent professor of anthropology in America in the mid-
2t century, but as a young Mew Englander convalescing in the arid climate of the
American west, his curiosily drove him into the saddle for a historical Long Ride.
Much like Preston, from the east and without equestrian experience, he saddled up
and headed into the unforgiving desert on adventure, Kluckhohn soughta legendary
natural stotwe bridge that reputably existed on Navap lands, He became the first
white man to ride to the remote sight and see the incredible rock formation.

“Kluckbobn was my father's professor” Preston explains of their personal
connection. "My father majored in anthropolegy, that's how 1 came to knose about
him. [ vead the book.”

Prestom has continued to ride sinee his initial horseback experience in 1989 In
1993 he took another Long Ride, This one was 400 miles across Mavajo territory in
Utah and Mew Mexioo along the Moonlight Trail with his fiancée, Christine, and her
daughter, Selene, It 12 the bases for another book, TALKING TO THE GROUND:
One Familvs Journey on Herseback Acrass the Sacred Land of the MNavajo,
published in 1996 by Simon & Schuster

Preston says he has taken many other trips on bhorseback, and prefers
going out for at least @ hundred miles or so, These days, he and his spn,
Isanc, take to the trails around the Blew Mesaoo region where the family has
a rustic bat of property.

“Even if you know a lot aboue horses,” he says, "vou're not necessarly
ready for something like a Long Ride. The old ways, like hobbling, are
critical. W [Melson and Preston] had 10 re-invent or re-discover some of the
old ways. Most people saddle up, go nding, and come back to the barn,”

“I have found that feeding horses on a rigid schedule is not a good way
o prepars a horse for a long ride,” he gives as an example on the LRG
website {www thelongridersguild.com], “when they might be tumed out o
graze at any time of the day or night or given feed at unexpected hours.
Riding in the desert, you never know when you'ne going to come across a
beautiful patch of grass or when you're going fo pass by a ranch where you
cant buy oats, If you feed @ horse on a rigid schedule he will be much more
likely to colic when his feeding schedule is dismpted on the trail. What's
wirse, a horse fed on a strict schedule becomes highly anxious on the trail
when the feed times are delaved or changed or when there isn't enough
feed. So 1 try to alter feeding Hmes and, once in a while, T actually skip a
feeding fime"

“1 do several other things with horses that [ feel are essemtial to make a
good long-rider horse, but which might not be usual for mest horse loyvers,
In the wild, horses tend to drink twice a day, in the morning and at evening,
[t is good to train a horse o do without waker, o ||1,‘.:,. learn b drink well
{but not over- or under-drink) when water is available. So at home, I let the
howses enly water twice a day and do net give them free, all-day-long access
bir water, On the trail, the horse does not get anxicus or panicky at not
having water all day, and when we do find water (I've done a lot of desert
long-distance riding) the horse knows that he should deink well when he
haa the chance.”
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“Harse Shoe Bend OF Salf Hiver”
Bt q:‘fi_'.fubr_, AZ. Dirug froe
Whiter erossed st the same ploce
awriigre an old compmercial ferry
“ased o Fno

enitd i ater and
i i
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Preston recognizes that the mainstream horse world now, is “oriented for people
who ride around In the ring of arena.” Tt simply isn't a world he finds appealing

“It's all artificial,” he says, “All that staff [typical rodee and ather arena sports]
develaped in the last 100 years or so. 1 don't really think that's authentic. It doesn't
comment on the true history of the horse. 1 stopped riding with those people
because they were prissy and uptight. Even the men.”

“I did a bit of riding with Indians as well,” he conlinues. “Navajo muostly,
They'te my kind of riders - riding bareback, or on crappy saddles, and on horees
with conformational defects. But the Navajos have a sense of fun. We would ride
like hell through the country. Thess horses and viders share a sense of wildness, and
that's my style of riding. AlL that stuff that [ can't stand, T thimk it erushes the spirit
of the horse,™ |

Enal of e draid: Walter or Podermal and ngg Oon
Redbione al the rins of Pecos Pueblo, after viding
tew wecks ard 1000 wnifes across Hre Soxtinoest,

ipr Faeny Pureblo,
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Walter Nelson
Photographer on the Trail

"Doug called up one day and said, hoe'd vou like to goon a trip with me?™ explains
Walter Melson abant the begrinning of their extracedinacy Tong Ride, “We justiook off.”
Melson possessed cerlain qualities: that his. neighbor i New: Meaen, Dlouglas

Preston, recngmized made him a good candidate for going on the: cnenoas
excursing he proposed following in Coronado’s hoof prints. Nelson wasa well
known photographer and artst possessing acettain openiess of mind whe had
thie guts to press onvwands when others shink badk or laughed at the prosgreckof
thie jourey; and growing up in Texas fand unlike Preston) he al least bad 3
decent familiariby with horses. These proved essential aspects for the success of
Hhe journey thal gained him & place among other tenacious adventurers who
have earmed membership m the Long Riders Guilel.

Oneof the mast amazing aspects of this historka] equestrian adventure
throngh the unforgiviong desert southiwest was thal Melson documented € i
photopraphs—not just any photographs snapped with o tepical camera, Think
more along the lines of Ansel Adams. MNelson brouglt alorg a padk horse far
the task of haulng & Deardorts™ x 107 camera, tipod, and the large format film
along for the entive 1,000 mile adventure. With the age of digital technoligry
upon us, this endeavir deep mbo the remote soutlvvest may be the last o
caphure siech images onlo silver or platinam film plates.

“Thad & sawbuck pack saddle.” he explanss, T had special saddle bags
rracle onit of hizh density foam padding and white tarpaulin that ockens use”

Melon custosmized B pack sacldle 1o hold the delicate gear, and also
cowered the equipment when packed on the horse with a shiny metallic *space
Blanket.” This mateial cover refleched the heat of the 100= degree days, and
inzulated the film mid photographic emopment a5 rach as possible. For the
horse, i wes surely 2 nite trade-off for packing the gear, aswell-

"It [the space blanket] sot shredded,” he says of ane challenge that began
early o, “Frean the st we went theough curtains of green and browr, 1t was
cab's clave and mesquite.”

Melsan, now 65, bought the camera in Mew: York Cigy in 1981 when he
wiotked there as a protessional photographer

“T st belioyve in doing things bigger,” he says, laughing about the burden of
taking a hundred pounds of photographe gear inbo such a scorching arad casty
place and over so many miles, then adds, “Tt weas iy primary camern for years
and years. If vouwant bo go dnfo the landscape and photograph the landscape,
the amoumnt of information becatse of the stee of the negative, 8% x 10,7 15 50
times greater thar 2 35 e cumees, Your resolilion doesn’t fall apart [in the
;::-1']:f|m'] im.agej.: it holds together. - A black and white sibver print is 5o much
migre beaubiful™

Changing the extremehy light sensitive film mbo different compartments of
the pack was nosmall challenge on the tip. MNelson wionld wait ungil dark:
Fuven then on the clear moomless desart nigthite, ctarlight was bright encugh to
affect the filro, Preston had a fentente which Melson piled tarps, and then be
wionild enter with the gear to quickly swap Alm around,

“Emithsenian underwroke the project.” Melson explaing of the Long Ride.
They published numerots images be made on e joumey with the Deardorf,

Waiter wath the X x 30 Deardorfi cammern he paoked
1,000 warflez on horsclack, o Top of a will in the San
Padro siver tielley Arizoi,

Wlker at the top of Hie SHuking Springs
Mowntains, Arizonn, looking back ooer the emipfy
dozert the Tuo Jhi:f}'rrﬂl' rid den across.

whilehaccom panied an arliclewritten by Preston. “ltwas awonderful spread,” he says,
Recently, Melson and Preston eollaborated on another project. o book. entitled,
Ribbons of Time: The book isa portrait of a single, Jigle Known canyon i the Big Bend

area of Tewas which combines Melson's photography and Freston's text.

For information on the book or other artistic and photosraphic works by Meleon

visih e alberwnelenm.coom, 1]
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