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IN THE 19708, ZH-YEAR-DALD ALLEMN RUSSELL WAS A WANDERER,
But nor the hicchhiking cvpe.

In 1975, Allen rode his American Quarter Horse, King
Hoppy Kono, from the Canadisn border down aleng the
Rocky Mountains theough the entire lengeh of the United
States to Mexico — 2 400 miles.

“I felt 1 was boen in the wrong ime,” he says. "It used o
bie, people were able to just wander horseback. [ wanted o
get a feel for whae thae fele ike ... get to know che country 1
live in a seop ac a time. 1 had coeal confidence char if | started
in Canada and kepr 'Kono's' nose going souch, I'd hic Mexico,
It waorked, even though | often didn't know where [ was,”

Allen and Kono's cross-country trip isn't one of the longest
rides ever recorded, but in che eyes of the Long Riders Guild,
a group of horseback travelers who have shunned modern
conveniences and the hustle and bustle of daily acrivity in
favor of the peace and quier of nacare, the leageh of che oip
150t impoctant,

A glance ar the Equescrian Travel Timeline (uvine thofung
riderrgwited coms) should reveal more than enough ‘firsts” to sar-
1sfy anyoene,” the group's Web sice says. "The names inscrbed
there cannot speak of all the perils they wirnessesd, the dangers
:]my survived, and the sacrifices they and their horses made for
each other. We are abour che deceleration of our souls, not the

Seeing spacious skies and purple mountain
majesties from the back of a horse.

By Tom Moates

idle boasting of a lighrning-flash crossing of a conrinent.”

Allen and Kona's rrip stands our because the orip chey made
from the northern to southern borders of the United Stares was
done almast :Qmplt:r;]}' along bﬁEIC—L'LH.'II'.I.tI'}" TEHIRES,

“The primary difference in my ride and mosc ochers,” says
Allen, who is 2 member of the Loag Riders Guild, " thac [
rode totally back-country, not aleng side roads or an estab-
lished route. From Canada to Mexico, Kono and [ rode along
roads maybe 50 miles total. Much of the cime, we bush-
whacked; even escablished trails often didn't lead where we
wanted to rravel "

Keep in mind that Allen made his journey long belore
hand-held GPS devices, cell phones or even the firse laprop
compurer, so gerong losc was a loe easter then. Soall, Allen
says that given the choice today, he would leave the gadpers
ar home.

“To me, that just ruins the whole thing,” he says of raking
clectronics into the wild, "It seems to me, the poine of doing
it is to ger away from all thar, Go my crip, if [ had broken a
leg up on & mountamn somewhere, [ would have died . i
adds a lot to the sense of accomplishment. You have to pay
atrentitn. Ir's che reaf thing, Today, we live in a world where
there are alwavs safery nees,”

Allen chose the extremely challenging Rocky Mounrain



and there are sure rrairs thar pass pn.

“A good mouncain horse is like a distance runner. Kono
bl the righe conformarcion, and 1 pard accention to chat. Moc
really big, very well proportioned: 15 hands, nice neck, not
real bulky, Kono was a bay wich four black legs and hooves.
After that erip, 1 rode him o mallion miles leading pack
strings around heee; he never took a sore swep.

Allen knew he and Kono would have o stay on crack oo
make the journey down the Rockies in one season.  He start-
ed right at the end of the wincer weather for Glacier, and he
wits wware thar the northern mountains of Mew Mexion are
known for their cacly snows.

“I thoughr we could make the tonp in three months,” he
says with a chuckle, “Ir tock five,”

Some long riders eravel with one ar mote pack horses, Allen
fele making the tp on a single Quarter Horse was the way to go.

“The more horses you cake, the more you see vou rself up four
failure,” he says. "If you have three horses, only one has o go
lame to shur you down. Only one has co sce up to greatly slow

vou down. I'll take one good herse any day and give
bim the ateention and consideration he deserves 1o
keep us going, The reason [ went with a single horse
is because | wanted co be fast and mobile. [ you don't
pur your horse firse, you probably won't succeed.”

Aside from more potential for disascer wirh exera
howses, there 15 simply more upkeep as well. Allen
managed to dao a lictde “cowboy shocing” when neces-
sary on Fono, At mighe, Kono was hobbled and acces-
sorized with a bell, which was a simple means o keep
the horse close, but still allow him to forage a bic

“SWhen I gor to the border, people had found our,
so when | goe there, [did a ceremonial ride over and
back,” Allen recalls. His parents were among chose
whao met him there, and chey hacled Allen and
Koni home

“I wouldn't rrade thac experience for anyrhing in the
world,” Allen says. “1'm a real believer in adventuees.”

West to East

THAT SAME YEAR, ANOTHER BREGIETERED AMERICAN
CQuarter Horse was ridden coast to coast: this one
west 1o east from Yenoura, California, co Vinginia
Beach, Virginia. Twency-four-year-old John Egenes
hac recently tinished a three-year tour in che Unived
Srates Navy, serving mostly on a submarine during
the Viernam War. Afrer char experience, wanderluse
and che desire for w|4’_:|q'-|:-|1|;'|| S[ERCES -:1'l'l'|11r'||¢|:| him
o expericnce che country horseback,

“Originally, I thewght abour Canada oo Mexico,” he
says, “bur | thoughe char wasn'e really long enough.”

Such ambition prompted him oo order qualiry,
detailed maps of the whole country. Wich them, he
mapped a general cross-country course o take along
a southerly route.

F_",l,"'.L!'!in'L' the confines of a submarine and the mil-
itary service may have helped jumpstare the desive to
get horseback and head our across America,
Howewer, the book "Tschiffleys Ride,” an autebio-
graphical account of Aime Tschiffley's 10,000-mile
juerney horseback from Buenos Aires, Argenting, to
Washingron, D0C., in 1923, planted the seed in
Johns mind.

“I checked it gur of che high school [ibrary,” John
says, “and never gave it back. Thar book was the prvoral thing
for me, Thac's whart really sparked ic"
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John grew up with horses, sooa saddle was o familiae place
for him. Has E"“.l.-'||||1_I rarsed amd owned American Qll:ll [er
Harses in Souch Pasadena, Californm. Ac the time char his
trip was coming together, he had recently acquired and broke
“Gizma,” 1 Lea-bred gelding from che family’s stock, Gizmo,
whose registered name was The Wayward Mote, was out of
My Wayward Lady, a mare that John's mother owned and that
had been hred by the King Ranch in South Texas, Gizmaos
sire was an excellent racehorse of the time, Palleo's Mote, The
j-year-old Gizmo just happened o be in the right place at
the right time to be chosen to make rhe trip

“TE 1 was going o look for a horse,” John says, "my first
choice woutld have been a Quacrer Horse,

“The horse 15 very much a part of the incrigue of a teip like
this," he says “You're disconnecred ... you're our chere alone
with your horse. When vou live with a hosse day and night,
you ger very, very close o him. Precey much all che time our




rouce not just to get away from moedern conveniences, bur also
quice simply o avoid fences. He lived on a livdle ranch in
Oklahema and had done some day work on guite a few others,
as well as raken a few rides around che lands our West, s0 he

was well aware of how criss-crossed the councryside was with
fencing. Riding miles in one dirgetion looking for a gare, did
not appsel o him, nor did laying fence down and chen having
to repair i, Neither did sticking o existing roads the whole
vime. S0, when he looked ar a map of the country with dhis
erip in mind, the Rocky Mountains with their naturally diffi-
cult geography thae often passed through the vast open lands
of manional forests were the obvious rouce for him

“There's a real are to waking up in the moming, looking ac
a mountain range, reading it and geroing chrough o wichoue
having a dead end and baving to double back,” Allén says

To ger stareed, Allen and Kono were dropped off on a
road to the west of Glacier Mational Park, They rode 1o the
Canadian border and then inco Glacier to stare cheir trek
southward.

"l wias an l:'x|1':"||,':n:<t| horseman,” Allen says, “but [ wasn'e
an expert mounten traveler”

The firse four weeks of the rrip proved o be rhe wertese
Montana spring in 30 yvears. It rained all bur ewo dayvs in the
[icst monch on the trail. Kone was sore atc frsc, which slowed

their progress. It was cold and wer, and in the first week, chey
reached the Flathead River, which was swollen with che water
from the recent rains,

*I san '|v|||:|k|:|'>; at thut thing for half a r1.|:|'," Allen rememe-
bers. " evemoually buile up enough rerve wo jump in. [t was
a quarter-mile wide. Warer jecked me off thar horse. Kona
went across precty good, He was standing chere cating when
[ pot back up o lim after hiking back upstream from where
| ended vp”

The lesson from that day, Allen says, was o dismounr amd
stay on che upstream sicke of the horse when crossing deep rivers.

Of all che many challenges and achievemenes on this jour-
ney, what stands our in Allen’s mind che most 15 that “1 made
it with one horse, It says an awiul lot for him. And chat’s over
really rugged terrain and rwo deserrs = Wyoming's Red
Deserr and New Mewicos Jonrnado del Muecte. When I real-
ized Journado del Muoeree,” rranslated to Journey of Deach,
[ skirced around the edge of 0"

For Allen, there was never any question what type of lorse
he would use for such a journey.

“T Jusc :':l'ﬂ'ﬂ}'l: had been a 'I:El,l.'ll'n;'r Horse guy,” he says. "The
versatility has sold me on them. They have work cehic bred
into them. I always have had regiscered Quarrer Horses
because 1 believe in breeding, I'm a student of bBloodlines ...



rhere, 1 was just calking o Gizmo. The biggest thing is thar
vou have to be comforrable just sicting arcund for hours,”

John spent quite a bic of time studying old 1.5, Cavalry
manuals for information en making grueling, long rides. He
stuck to what he learned religiobisly, and he believes it helped
keep Gizmo's back from soring and the horse fic and healchy
even in the more extreme conditions they encountered. The
guidelines included perring off and walking the horse for 10-
IS mirices every hour, not traveling more chan 20 miles o
day and giving che horse one day off each week.

“Some days, we covered 20 miles in chree ar four hours,” he
says. "Then, it is a cempration o go on. But, [ just wouldn't.
We made 120 ta 130 males a week. v is very difficule .. you
bave 1o slow down, It s a very different mindser.”

For gear, John nsed & Canadian Moonties saddle and some
original U5, Cavalry saddle bags he found for $10 ar a eack
shop, There was food and a few rools in the saddle bags, och-
erwise all he carried was a small day pack, a rain poncho and
a Colt revolver. Fle even cut the handle off his toothbrush and
rode with only a halter w lessen the burden of weighr on
Giizmo,

The first leg of the erip, which began in Apeil 1973, ook
them chrough California, Nevada, Arizona and New Mexico.
One of the ream’s firse tests was crossing the Mohave Desert

“T followed old roads or went cross country,” he says of crav-
eling through thar region. “There were no fences, 1 just fol-
loweed the geological survey maps. Buor there was a time [ gor
losc, Usually, 1 always knew where 1 was because of those
maips. [t was very complicared our there. The first chird of the
ride was spent finding wacer every day. Gizmo lost a loc of
welght ... there wasn't a loc to g, It was wough ‘tl we got to
Texas and Oklaborma.”

In early July, Joho and Gizmo reached Amarcillo. They
stopped by AQHA., Then it was back on the toail through
Oklahoma, Missourt, Tennessee, North Camolina and Virginia

Johmn says char one of the biggest poines o understand about
a horse on & long crip is chat he will lose some weight no mat-
ter how much he is fed. This can cause a saddle, which fic the
lwoise ar the beginning of che trip, o lose its fit in 2 week or
rwo, Grear care must be caken to watch for back sores,

“I was very much aware of what was happening with my
horse's back,” John says. "By rhe rime he was done, he was
hard as a rock!™

Fall was secting in as John and Gizmo made che Blue Ridge
Parkway in Virginia. The towering centuries-old hardwoods
with their dazzling display of colorful autumn leaves were a
stark concrase to the desert southwese John and Gizme had seen
that spring. By the end of the teip, John was ready 10 be done.

"Gizmo and T were in the papers every day,” he says abour
arriving in the East, “bue all I wanted to do was finish the
ride. And Girme ... as soon as someone would say, 'Hey, how
vou doing?’ he would stop. He became rrained o ic.”

On November 1, John and Gizmo reached che Adantic
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Oxcean at Virginia Beach, che point he had chosen simply by
locking at a map when planning the trip. In seven months,
the pair had covered 4,400 miles.

“The first cime Gizmo balked ar amprbing on the whole
trip,” John says, laughing, "was ar che ocean that day. Tr was
like be was thinking, “You want me to cross that? But 1 can't
see the ather side!

L cook a lictle coaxing, bur he finally got che gelding iore
the surf, and the coast-to-coast trip was officially finished,
Bur now, preety much penniless and on the opposite side of
the continent from home wich his horse, John was faced wich
a new challenge — how to get back ra che Wese Coasr.

It jusr so happened thar John ran into some Quarter Horse
owners near the beach, and they inviced him o sty ac their
place. Afrer living on baled peanut vines and steady wraveling
For the lasr few days, Gizmo was plessed with the arrange-
ment, These folks, & it happened, were preparing to go w the
AQHA World Championship Show later that menth in
Lenisville, Kenencky. They had an extea space in cheir ceailer,
and he and Gizmo were able to cacch a rice ac lease chac far,

At the World Show, John mer a horse trainer from San
Bernardino, California, who had an excra sloe in his erailer

and weloomed the exrra driver along on the hanl back

Afterword

AFTER RETURNING HOME, GIZMO'S EEWARD FOE SUCH A FHE-
nomenal performance was a year of TUCNOUT in A Zrassy paseure
with a herd of horses. Gizmo lived a healthy life until 1992,
when he had to be pur down for healeh tessons relared o
aging. John, now 58, vecently moved to Dunedin, Mew
Zealand, completed a masters degree in music and lecoures ar
the University of Otapo.

As tor Allen and Kono: “Kooo conooued on fr many years as
my main monntain horss in my oudficting business in Moneana,
He was an amazing horse and never once let me down.”

Kono went te Oklahoma to spend his later vears in a pas-
oure. He cied in 1994 of old age. These days, Allen, now 61,
is concentrating on his professional photography carcer and
crains American Quarter Horses on his ranch west of
Livingston, Montana, B

For more fuformation abont Abfer Rursell'n work, wisit warw.photo
shelter.com/user/allenrussell. Vi www.johnegenes.com for
miore anfarating alond fobee Egener,

What’s a Long Rider?

WHEN THE AVERAGE HORSE ENTHUSIAST THINES OF TARING
a long ride, mayhe a 30-mile day crip comes ra mind ... of
perhaps, & weekend crail ride. Or maybe even a readly long
trip, like a cwo-weck vacation, riding 2nd camping among
some of the amazing narural wonders to be enjoyed all over
this country. There are, however, chose adventurous souls
to whom the meaning of “long ride™ is in an alrogerher
different category.

The Long Riders
Guild was formed in
1964 ra creace 2 central
point o gacher infor-
mation about every
cantinuous  horseback
crip of 1,000 nules or
more:  ever taken.
Before the guild was
oeganized, all the great
equesteian adventurers,
and the documentaricn
of their accomplish-
IT.IC‘DES-. B ErL'ﬂtl'C'l'f.'d
aroutd che globe, The
gnild ser our o pre-
serve the derails of
these amazing  voy-
agers of the saddle and the horseback teips they accom-
plished. The endeavor is an effert to iospire new generaions
of long riders and o preserve an encire chapter heading in
history chat previously blew aboue the histooical landscape
like leaves in a November brecze.

It is an ambicous sk o be sare, bur o dace, che
Long Riders Guild already can boase being the largest
reposicory of equestrian travel konowledge. The group
has documented almost 300 equestrian trips from the

4{}01:1’““ ER 2000 AMERMICA'S HONSE

1000z o che present. The guild even includes informa-
eian in its darabase about jonrneys cocrently under way
and a heads-up on some in the planning scapes. Since che
organization’s inception, it has confimed more than
Ha2,000  miles that people and cheir horses have logged
on long rides.

There are ton many amazing journeys documented on
the site to mention here, but seme of the more nocable ones
are Temple and Bud
Aberoachy, who rode
4 500 miles from New
York o San Francisco
it 62 days in. 1911, at
ages 11 and 7 and
craveled wichour aduole
supervision; Gene
Glasscock, who rode
his CQuarrer Horse,
EEactuste 1200
miles: from the Arcric
Circle in the %ukon
Territory of Canada to
Onito, Ecuador, in
1984; and Hugo
Crassenlis, who node

o - 11,000 miles from
Madariagn, Argenrina, oo New York in 1993
Of che scores of long rides, many American Quarter
Horses are among the ranks of the renacious horses who
carcied their riders into and through the unknown.

Aside from the enormous online darabase, the Long
Biders Guild Press has pathered the largese collection of
equestrian cravel licerarare in che world. Many of these are
autobiographical accounts from preat long riders in histo-
ry atwd ate available throngh Forretreredbonbr. con.
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